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February 10, 2021 

Dear Dartmouth Community:       

With the February break coming up, I’d like to remind folks of the MA travel restrictions which are still in effect. 
Anyone traveling out of state must obtain a negative COVID test or quarantine for 14 days before returning to school. 
We strongly encourage families to abide by these restrictions and follow all safety measures during the winter break. 
If we all do the right thing we might not see the virus surge as we did after the Christmas break.     

During the vacation week, please continue to contact our COVID hotline (508-997-3391 X1411) to report a student’s 
positive COVID test result. Leave your name, student name and school and a phone number. We will monitor the 
messages for the purposes of performing contact tracing and letting families know when a student can safely return 
to school. 

I’d also like to call your attention to the district calendar. Please note a shift that takes place from the week of March 
29th to the week of April 5th. Cohort A attends in person school on Tuesday and Thursday both weeks, Tuesday, March 
30th and Thursday, April 1st as well as Tuesday, April 6th and Thursday, April 8th. In preparing the calendar in the 
beginning of the year, we purposely made this shift to provide each cohort with the same number of in person days 
during the school year.   For further clarification please refer to the school calendar posted on our website. 

Our schools continue to do everything possible to keep staff and students safe by adhering to all required safety 
protocols; these include maintaining social distancing, wearing masks, encouraging increased hand washing and the 
use of sanitizer. All of our classrooms are equipped with air purifiers and staff has been provided with necessary PPE. 
In addition we continue to recommend windows remain open as this supports air flow. DESE guidance also directs 
how transportation is implemented. This guidance requires us to transport smaller numbers of students at a time 
than we do under normal circumstances. Should DESE change its guidance and the virus numbers decrease 
sufficiently, our district will be ready to bring more students into the schools as soon as possible.    

As you know contact tracing often leads to a number of students and staff being told to quarantine. We know the 
situation is not ideal but each decision is made out of an abundance of caution. You can help us by keeping students 
home when ill and by letting the schools know if your child receives a positive COVID diagnosis or has been deemed a 
close contact. This information will assist our nursing staff and administrative team manage this pandemic effectively.  

If you have any questions please reach out to your child’s school.  

Thank you for your ongoing support. Enjoy the winter break. 

Sincerely,  

Bonny L. Gifford, Ed.D. 
Superintendent of Schools 


